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In this issue: Nederland
What are the main developments/events of charismatic renewal in the Roman Catholic Church in the European countries in the last 3 years? And how are young people under 35 years participating? 

Here is the report on the Catholic Charismatic Renewal (CCR) in the Netherlands by chairperson Peter van Hoof.
THE NETHERLANDS
September 12th, 2007

Report on Catholic Charismatic Renewal in The Netherlands, by Peter van Hoof, chairperson of the National Service Committee (NSC) in The Netherlands. 
Report of the NSC in the Netherlands about the past three years

Three years ago the Catholic Charismatic Renewal in the Netherlands took a big step in faith by organizing for the first the Celebrate Holiday Conference 2005.  After a few years of preparation in prayer we saw the need of an event were people of all generations would feel welcome and would have the opportunity to have an encounter with the Lord. We had the strong impression that a whole generation was missing within the Church in the Netherlands and also within the CCR in the Netherlands. For some years already the youth ministry (from 11 years to mid twenties) became stronger and more influencing, especially in youth camps and separate youth events. This also resulted in full time youth leaders of which at least one takes part in the NSC. On the other hand the generation from the beginning of the renewal was mostly present in prayer groups, retreats and national events. However, the generation in between, that of young families, seemed to be missing. 

We felt a call to organize a Holiday Conference of one week in such a way that all generations would feel welcome. Two years before this conference (in 2003) we already started planning by sending people over to England to see how they organized the Celebrate conference; practical planning and organizing; asking advice from England (Charles Whitehead and Dave Payne) and not the least preparing in prayer. From all this came the understanding that we needed some key points in the event such as: a good balance between holiday and conference; a venue that would be very suitable for (young) families (we found a regular holiday park); good charismatic conference and worship times; kerygmatic programs for all age groups; strong children and youth programs and strong ministry times again for all age groups. It meant a big step in faith for the renewal in the Netherlands with respect to the organization, financial aspects, rescheduling our whole year program and saying goodbye to events and venues that we were used to for so many years. 
Last august the Celebrate Holiday conference took place for the third time and we can say now that God is really blessing our step in faith. This year about 650 people were present (about 50% were under 25 years of age), many (young) families were present. We see that the event is an important tool in the new evangelization because many new people attend the conference. The ministry times are powerful and many people had an encounter with the Lord. This year was a big step in the children’s ministry, a new children’s worship band (BLoved) was formed and helped the young children into worship. Still many things can be learned and improved, but the main point is that we see the blessing of the Lord upon this event.
Another development of the last three years is a ministry to young people and parishes called Are You Ready. This is to help parishes to prepare young people for confirmation. It does not intend to replace the preparation, but it is an additional weekend to the preparation done by the parishes. In this weekend young people (and their supervisors) are led towards an encounter with Jesus. This is done by showing them in a creative way the Kerygma which is closed with a ministry time. This concept, developed by some of our youth leaders, proved to be very powerful and wanted by many parishes. Many of the young people have an encounter with the Lord and at this moment we have so many requests that we have to say no or combine them into bigger groups. We also see teenage groups emerging in parishes that have attended the Are You Ready weekends and many of the young people that have followed these weekends come to other youth events.
Another development we see in the Netherlands is that from different places and source intercession prayer is emerging and growing. There are some (small) groups that are dedicated to intercession for our country and the renewal. Mother’s Prayers, Father’s Prayers and Children of Faith are very special forms of intercession prayer that are attractive to all kind of people (not catholic or charismatic in particular). On our yearly formation weekend in January Kim Kollins and Johannes Hartl were invited to talk to us on the Upper Room and House of Prayer and most important to lead us into intercession prayer. This weekend (re-)opened the hearts of many people for intercession prayer and many people changed and revitalized their prayer life. When operation Upper Room (the international Pentecost novena) was announced we decided to make a list of all the hours of the novena and ask people and groups within the country to inscribe. The response was overwhelming, all hours were overbooked and we interceded as Catholic Charismatic Renewal for our nation. As for now we continue to pray and intercede and are curious to see what God is going to do. At least we will organize another novena next Pentecost.
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